June 6, 2022
Dear San Diego Volunteers,
I hope you are excited as we are about SSP 2022!
We want to introduce our location in San Diego County! We will be working primarily in Imperial
Beach (California’s southernmost coastal city). This site will thematically focus on the environment,
immigration, and wealth inequality. SSP will collaborate with many local organizations for a dynamic,
community-oriented week of service.
This packet is intended to prepare you for Adventure Wednesday:
●

Volunteers are invited to cross on foot into Tijuana, Mexico. Volunteers with a valid passport
or passport card, as well as parent/guardian permission for those 17 and under, can walk
across the US-Mexico border. In the morning the group will work at the Binational
Friendship Garden (Jardín binacional de amistad) at Friendship Park (El Parque de la
Amistad). After a special lunch the group will hear from people who are impacted by the
border region and learn about life in Tijuana.

●

US based activities for volunteers staying in the US, we will be partnering with the Friends of
Friendship Park. We’ll hike from the campground through Border Field State Park to the US
side of Friendship Park.

●

All volunteers will end their day together in the US at the beach with a BBQ dinner!

●

To notify SSP of plans to do either the Tijuana day trip or US based activities, liaisons
should share with the Co-Directors in their pre-trip phone call how many members of their
group plan to stay in the US on this day, versus traveling into Tijuana.

Let us know if you have any questions. We look forward to serving with you!
Blessings,

Veronica Russell
Director of Engagement & Impact
info@sierraserviceproject.org
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Partner Organizations
SSP’s San Diego site partners with various local organizations that mindfully work to conserve, protect,
and uplift the unique natural environment and communities around the US-Mexico Border and beyond.
Learn about our partner organizations below. Not all volunteers will interact with every organization.

US Based Partners
●

Host facilities:
○ Tijuana River Valley Regional Park.Campground is the home base for our site in San
Diego. See page 25 in the Summer 2022 Prep Packet for details.
■ Physical Address:
1942 Monument Road
San Diego, CA 92154
○ Imperial Beach Neighborhood Center will house our tool trailer and lumberyard as well
serve as our main kitchen. The Center addresses the needs of the community of Imperial
Beach which include food insecurity, homelessness, and supporting those in need with
the necessary resources for a positive change. The Center engages the community to
work together in order to create a more unified and empowered neighborhood. The
Center has a food pantry, which SSP volunteers may assist with during the summer.
Executive Director, Pastor John Griffin-Atil serves on SSP’s Community Advisory Council.
■ Learn more: ImperialBeachNeighborhoodCenter.org
■ Physical Address:
455 Palm Avenue
Imperial Beach, CA 91932

●

On Monday, the week will kick-off with a work day at Tijuana River Valley Regional Park.
○ This full group work day will provide an opportunity to work in teams separate from
your cohorts with new SSP friends, and give back to our host. Projects will include
trail maintenance, invasive species removal, and more!
○ Learn more: sdparks.org/park-pages/TJRVRP

●

On Adventure Wednesday, volunteers participating in US based activities will work with:
○ Friends of Friendship Park: Friendship Park is already joyously well-utilized on the
Mexican side. By promoting use of the park on the US side, they work toward the day
when the U.S. federal government will fulfill the promise of "International Friendship
Park." We will join them to stand in solidarity with the families and friends hoping to
reunite at Friendship Park.
○ Learn more: friendshippark.org

●

On Friday, 15-20 volunteers each week will have the opportunity to work with the Tijuana
River National Estuarine Research Reserve. TRNERR works to preserve, protect, and manage
the Tijuana River Estuary, located at the US-Mexico border in Imperial Beach, CA.
○ SSP volunteers will assist in restoration efforts by clearing invasive species, planting
native plants, etc.
○ Learn more: trnerr.org
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Tijuana Based Partners
On Adventure Wednesday, volunteers participating in Tijuana based activities will work with these
community partners:

Binational Friendship Garden / Jardín binacional de amistad:
●

●
●

Promoting native flora and friendship literally across the US/Mexico border, the Binational
Friendship Garden of Native Plants is located inside Friendship Park, each of its three circles
spanning the international boundary. Over the years the garden has overcome many obstacles,
and strives to create a light of hope through connection between people and the earth in the
shadow of the wall and a US policy based increasingly on separation and isolation at the border.
SSP volunteers will learn from and work with Daniel Watman on Wednesday mornings.
Learn more: friendshippark.org/binational-garden

El Faro Border Church / La Iglesia Fronteriza :
●

●

●
●

The Border Church is a nonsectarian Christian ministry centered in the celebration of open-table
communion on the US-Mexico border.Since 2011, people from both the United States and
Mexico have gathered each Sunday afternoon to share communion at Friendship Park, the
historic border meeting place at the western edge of the border, overlooking the Pacific Ocean.
This Sunday celebration is also known as "El Faro," because they gather in the shadow of
Tijuana's landmark lighthouse, a reminder that God's grace shines indiscriminately on all.
Every Sunday, friends from San Diego, Tijuana, and around the world online gather for a weekly
celebration of binational communion at Friendship Park, the historic meeting place on the
US-Mexico border.
○ Join them on Facebook live on Sundays at 1:30 pm Pacific:
facebook.com/BorderChurch/live_videos
Pastor Guillermo Navarrete of El Faro Border Church will lead the group throughout the day.
Learn more: friendshippark.org/borderchurch

Daniel Watman will share with SSP volunteers about
the edible and native plants at the Binational Garden
at Friendship Park.

Pastor Guillermo Navarrete, SSP’s contact at the
Methodist Church in Tijuana, speaking to SSP
volunteers on the Mexico side of Friendship Park

©Sierra Service Project
2022 Summer Preparation Packet

4

Adventure Wednesday: Tijuana, Mexico Day Trip
To notify SSP of plans to do either the Tijuana day trip or US based activities, liaisons should share
with the Co-Directors in their pre-trip phone call how many members of their group plan to stay in
the US on this day, versus traveling into Tijuana.
After breakfast on Wednesday, volunteers will be divided into groups based on their plans to travel to
Tijuana or stay in the US We ask everyone to maintain an attitude of flexibility, as this division will result
in cohorts being reorganized to form new groups for the day. These groups will be required to mask in
vehicles (as well as any other enclosed space) since they will likely not be in the same sleeping cohorts.
Below are some important details about the visit to Tijuana. Please note activities are subject to change,
depending on the needs of our community partners:
1. We will drive to the border, park on the US side, and walk into Mexico.
a. Parking at the border requires a $9 fee per vehicle. Adult drivers should plan to pay via
card to enter the parking lot.
b. The border crossing will be on foot through the El Chaparral US crossing. After securely
parking on the US side of the border, SSP staff will lead the group into Mexico.
2. After going through customs, we will be met at the border by Pastor Guillermo Navarrete, a
bilingual United Methodist pastor at El Faro Border Church who lives and works in Tijuana.
a. Participants may be asked to complete a basic customs form when crossing the border
and provide their passport or passport card to Mexican officials. SSP staff will assist
volunteers in completing the form and answering questions. This may take up to 30
minutes for the group to cross.
3. After crossing into Tijuana, volunteers will travel by bus to El Faro, where Friendship Park is
located at the border fence.
a. Buses are reserved exclusively for SSP volunteers for the duration of our visit in Tijuana.
b. Volunteers will hear from Daniel Watman or Martha about Friendship Park and spend
the morning working at the Binational Friendship Garden (Jardín Binacional de Amistad).
4. Volunteers will have a special lunch at El Faro.
a. After lunch volunteers will hear more from Pastor Guillermo Navarrete about El Faro
Border Church, and learn more about life in Tijuana.
5. By 3pm, volunteers will travel by bus to the El Chaparral crossing to return to the US
a. Be prepared for a potentially long wait; the process can take anywhere from 30 minutes
to several hours. Participants are required to present their passport or passport card to
US officials upon re-entry, but no forms or COVID-19 test results are required.
6. Before dinner, all SSP volunteers will reunite in the US at the beach. Evening program will be a
space to debrief the day, reflect, and share personal experiences.
There are presently no US government restrictions in tourist areas in Baja California, which includes
Tijuana. Please call the office at 916-488-6441 or email info@sierraserviceproject.org with questions.
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Items Required to Visit Tijuana:
Please note that these items are not due in advance to the SSP Office. They should be brought with you
to San Diego and turned in to your Co-Directors, Caroline Hines and Maggie Guekguezian, upon arrival.
Each participant wishing to cross the border should come prepared with the below three items.
1. A valid passport or passport card. SSP staff will verify this when your group arrives on Sunday.
See how to apply.
2. A copy of your passport or passport card.
3. “Consent for International Travel by Minor” form (page 7) for each participant 17 and younger.
This must be signed by a parent or guardian. Please bring the original signed form and one copy.
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Adventure Wednesday: US Based Activities
To notify SSP of plans to do either the Tijuana day trip or US based activities, liaisons should share
with the Co-Directors in their pre-trip phone call how many members of their group plan to stay in
the US on this day, versus traveling into Tijuana.
After breakfast on Wednesday, volunteers will be divided into groups based on their plans to travel to
Tijuana or stay in the US We ask everyone to maintain an attitude of flexibility, as this division will result
in cohorts being reorganized to form new groups for the day. These groups will be required to mask in
vehicles (as well as any other enclosed space) since they will likely not be in the same cohort.
We understand not everyone will choose or be able to go to Tijuana on Wednesday, so we have planned
equally impactful activities for volunteers who remain in the US The general plan is:
1. We’ll start the day by walking to Border Field State Park, ¼ mile from the campground.
a. Those unable to walk 3-¾ miles round trip can travel to Friendship Park by vehicle.
b. The hike is exposed, so be sure to bring hats and sunscreen.
2. Most weeks a representative from Friends of Friendship Park will meet us to walk 1-½
miles along the beach toward Friendship Park.
a. Nanzi Muro or Dat Watman will introduce Friendship Park, its current status, and
their advocacy work to reopen the park to the public after being closed since 2020.
b. Access to Friendship Park within the US federal patrol zone (photo on the left,
between the two fences) has been restricted to the public for two and a half years.
3. There will be a variety of activities depending on the week at Friendship Park, all with the
focus of creating presence at the park.
4. Before dinner, all SSP volunteers will reunite in the US at the beach. Evening program will
be a space to debrief the day, reflect, and share personal experiences.
No passport is required for any of the above activities, as they take place on the US side of the border.
Please call the office at 916-488-6441 or email info@sierraserviceproject.org with questions.

The US side of Friendship Park at
the US-Mexico border.

Volunteers walking through Border Field State Park
and the Tijuana River National Estuarine Research
Reserve to the US side of Friendship Park.
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Consent for International Travel by Minor
I/we,

, attest that I/we are the lawful guardians of:

Child’s Legal Name:

Date of Birth:

Place of Birth:

Passport No.:

Issued at (location):

On (date):

My/our child,

, has my/our permission to travel with the

Sierra Service Project of Sacramento, CA to visit Tijuana, Mexico during July and/or August of 2022.

In the event that my/our child requires emergency medical treatment and I/we cannot be reached,
Sierra Service Project, its board members, or employees are authorized to make emergency medical
decisions in our stead.

Any questions regarding this consent can be directed to me/us at:
Home address:
Street

City

State

Zip

Email address:
Primary phone:

Type (circle one): Home

Mobile

Work

Secondary phone:

Type (circle one): Home

Mobile

Work

1st Parent/Guardian’s signature (required):

Date:

2nd Parent/Guardian’s signature (optional):

Date:

