
Youth building faith 
and strengthening 

communities through 
service to others.

[  mission ]

Thank you for supporting SSP. 
This report highlights the many 
ways that young lives were 
transformed this year through 
Sierra Service Project. 

20
13

 S
SP

 R
ep

or
t SSP

Report



Li
ve

s 
Tr

an
sf

or
m

ed

“SSP has truly been life changing. Coming 
into this I was very shy and did not know if I 
wanted to come, but this has helped me come 
out of my shell and come closer to God.”

Youth from St. Mark’s United Methodist Church
Tucson, Arizona

  Youth with her homeowner, Phyllis, 
  in Smith River, California.

Hugs of gratitude from Dorothy in 
Tsaile, Arizona.

  Lauren and a Nicaraguan volunteer sift gravel to separate the fine sand needed 
  for mixing mortar. SSP sent their first team to Nicaragua in 2013.



It’s simple. Sierra Service Project transforms lives. A teen 
learns that she can build a wheelchair ramp. A new wheelchair 
ramp frees a Navajo elder from the confines of his house, allowing 
him to watch the sunset from under a nearby tree and to visit his 
grandchildren. With a new appreciation of her ability to complete 
complex tasks and learn new skills, the teen starts to see the world 
differently. 

Transformation: challenges and obstacles change from being 
feared to being embraced. Transformation: the elder’s presence 
blesses the lives of his family and his community.

Multiply this scenario 2,000 times, and you’ve described SSP’s 
impact on our volunteers’ lives during the past year. Multiply the 
elder’s experience 100 times, and you’ve described the changes in 
the lives of those who receive our services. 

Watching the sunset over the Upper Klamath Lake near the end of a spirit-filled week 
in Chiloquin, Oregon.



People don’t live in isolation. They live in communities. 
Healthy communities are places where children can live 
without fear; where teenagers attend welcoming, exciting 
schools; and where parents can find wholesome, affordable 
food for their families. Strong communities depend on 
people having safe, attractive places to live.

Sierra Service Project strengthens communities in  
many ways. By repairing roofs and building wheelchair ramps, 
SSP helps keep homes safe and dry. A freshly painted house 
will not only last longer but becomes a source of pride rather 
than shame for its owner.

By assisting youth programs like Compton Junior Posse, 
and other community-improvement programs, SSP helps 
a community provide healthy choices for its young people. 
Through our work with Puentes’ Boggs Tract Community Farm, 
SSP volunteers are making fresh, healthy food available in 
Stockton’s food deserts. Multiply these efforts across six 
communities and 2,000 volunteers every summer, and the 
impact of SSP becomes very significant.St
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Team builds a garden bed for vegetables at Boggs Tract Community Farm in Stockton.

Work team removes old concrete at Essence of Light, a nonprofit in South Los 
Angeles which provides post-addiction transitional housing.

“The atmosphere at SSP is just amazing. I can feel 
God’s presence in each and every youth, counselor, 
and staff member. This week really opened my eyes 
to Stockton and ‘just serving’ in my community.”

Youth from Good Samaritan United Methodist Church
Cupertino, California
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“What a great week! I feel that SSP was a really 
wholesome experience. It helped me see Christian 
values in a very relevant way, and I’m so glad I learned 
how to use a power drill. I really want to come back!”

Youth from Ladera Community Church
Portola Valley, California

  Homeowner, Ben, walks down his new 
  wheelchair ramp that is protected by a 
  new awning in Tsaile, Arizona.

Youth paints facade of Crossroads 
Ministries on Main Street in Susanville, 
California.

  Youth roof a wood shed outside of Chiloquin, Oregon for a community member.



The theme of the 2013 summer was “Just Love, Just Serve.”                  
At SSP, the way we share our love for others, and reflect the love 
that God has for us, is through service. We serve others in small 
and large ways, and we serve our communities. At SSP, we show 
both teenage and adult volunteers that they can be forces for 
positive change in the lives of others – their actions are important 
and can make a profound difference in the life of another person.

Whether it was through painting a building, planting a garden or 
making a new friend, the actions of our volunteers this summer will 
bear fruit for years to come.

Over 130 Repair Projects
100 Homeowners

30 Community Organizations
2,000 Youth & 400 Adult Leaders

45 Young Adult Staff

Junior high youth repair a wheelchair ramp in Coarsegold, California.
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Donations make up 18 percent of Sierra Service Project’s 
annual budget. We rely on these donations to provide 
scholarships to youth, leadership opportunities for young 
adults, and to invest in new tools and kitchen equipment. 

SSP is a well-run, thirty-eight-year-old nonprofit. Annual 
financial reports can be found on our website. If you are 
already a financial supporter of Sierra Service Project, we 
thank you. We hope that you can see your donation at work 
within this report.

If you are not currently a financial supporter of SSP, please 
consider becoming one now. Your donation of $10, $100, 
$1,000 or $10,000 will be put to excellent use. Donations 
enable us to offer scholarships and discounts to low-income 
youth. They allow us to invest in training our young adult 
staff, the future leaders of our churches and communities. 
Donations help us expand our programs and serve more 
communities. 

Some of the ways you can contribute are listed on the 
opposite page. By giving, you will help young people 
grow their faith through service to others.

285 Donors = $134,657 in Donations
$26,553 Youth & Church Scholarships in 2013

$36,000 Scholarship Fund for 2014



How can I contribute to the success of SSP?

Donate using the enclosed envelope
A check is still the most cost effective way to donate.

Become a 12xSSP Monthly Donor
Choosing to give automatically each month online is a smart way 
to make a significant donation over the year. Click on the ‘Support’ 
tab on our website.

Ask your employer to match your donation
Many employers will match your donation or donate for your 
volunteer hours.

Donate online
PayPal securely processes our donations online. Click on the 
‘Support’ tab on our website.

Donate a vehicle
We need vehicles for our fleet. Minivans, trucks, and cargo vans 
are preferred. Since we do not resell your vehicle, you are entitled 
to a much larger tax deduction.

Make a legacy gift to the SSP Endowment Fund
Contributing to the Endowment Fund will ensure that SSP remains 
strong and vital for generations to come. Add SSP as the beneficiary 
of a tax-free gift from your estate. Contact Rick Eaton, the Executive 
Director, for more information.

Volunteer
Call our office to talk about how to volunteer for SSP in your region, 
or at the SSP office in Sacramento.



Th
an

k 
Yo

u

Davine Abbott
Dee Baraw
Mark Bateman
Patrick Cannon
Robert & Elaine Clark Trust
Thomas & Betsy Coleman
Matthew Conway
Mark & Pamela Cutkosky
David Eden & Sarah Osborn
David & Margaret Engel
Dick & Pat George Family Trust
         In Memory of Daniel George

Michael Homan
Jessica Ince
Jim & Barbara Jewell
Johnston Family 
Gary Kirk
RobIn Legaspi
Fatima Malik
Steve Marlowe & Joan Gates
Eloise Miller
Renato Moiso & Lisa Mills
Paul O’Rear & Penny Millar
James & Nanci Paulson

Shirley Reese
Mark & Wendy Renfrew
         In Honor of Brett & Emily          
         Renfrew
Ralph Scissons
Paul & Joanne Taylor
         In honor of our friends & family
Dennis & Linda Tierney
Andrew & Dawson Urban
Peter, Lisa & Steven Williams

Drywall Level $200 - $499

Stephen & Karen Black
Julie Bley
Rev. Jerry & Juda Carter
Patricia Evans
Shari Ann Frasier
Greg & Jacqueline Geiger
Paul & Janet Goetz
Heinz Heckeroth

Stephen & Janalee Johnson
Christopher Kelley & Liane          
         Randolph
Margaret Jean Rambikur
Phyllis Tedsen
Mark VandenBerghe
Rev. Mariellen Yoshino
         In Honor of Ken Gudger

Rafter Level $500 - $999

Rosemarie DeWeese Girard
         In Memory of Kaeli DeWeese
Chris Eaton 
         In Memory of Andrew Eaton
Mike Eaton & Charity Kenyon
         Eaton Kenyon Fund
Rick & Toni Eaton
Barry & Linda Goodballet
Steven & Pamela Kepler

Paul & Jean Kielhold
Michael & Mary Klemm
Sharon Lawrence
Scott & Kathy Nichols
         In Honor of Case Nichols
Thomas Paulsen
Joanne Poff
Keith & Nancy Price
Mark & Diane Rehfield

Roofing Level $1,000 and over

Smith River, California

2013 Donor Acknowledgements
All donations from October 1, 2012 to September 30, 2013

Cambia Health Solutions
Casque Wines, LLC
Enterprise Holdings Foundation
JPMorgan Chase
New Balance

Rio Hondo-Vernon Rotary Club
         Foundation
The Home Depot Foundation
Thousand Oaks Rotary Club
Wells Fargo Foundation

Foundation & Business Donations
Bob’s Red Mill Natural Foods
Jeff Chappell
Alea Duran
Dick Fritzler
Howard & Jill Griffiths
Lafayette United Methodist Church
Keith & Nancy Price
Scott-Naake Paper Company
Ben & Donna Waller
Dave White

In-Kind Donations

Endowment
Vista United Methodist Church has supported SSP for many 
decades. We are very grateful for their $20,000 gift to the 
Endowment Fund which will seed SSP’s future for years to come.



Dawn Akenzua
         In Honor of Sade & Owen Akenzua
John & Liz Alden
Lou & Vicki Armijo
Bruce & Lynn Attig
Al Belais
Brenna Blessing
Jonathan & Faye Bowles
Blyden & Florence Boyle
Tom Buratovich
Dennis & Kim Cavender
Judith Cayot
Frances Cederblom
Jim & Sandi Chamness
Tom & Laurie Charchut
Daniel & Michele Conway
Douglas & Virginia Cowden
Allison Domicone
Cheryl Edmonds
Wayne & Judith Fabrizio
Howard Fallman
Katharine Ferguson
Rebecca Foley
Bryan Foote

James & Anna Foote
         In Honor of Leann Brooks
Daniel & Jennifer Fraisl
Robert Frederiksen
Gary & Karen George
         In Remembrance of Daniel George
Martha Haas
         In Memory of Chuck Myer
Jeff & Laurie Hokit
John Holtzapple
Evan Howard
Gary & Yvonne Huckleberry
Mike & Marsha Jaske
Lucy Jefferies
Philip & Carole Johnson
Roy & Dolores Johnson
Herschel & Mary Ann Jones
Allison Kielhold
Charles & Donna Klaiber
         In Memory of Andrew Eaton
John Kotowski
Michael & Vicki Laffen
James & Lisa Lehman
Dorothy Lum
David & Teresa McFadden

Elizabeth Mendoza
Lawrence Miles & Marsha Bedwell
Ross & Nancy Miller
         In Honor of J. David Creech
Gordon & Pamela Perry
Chuck & Ann Riekena
Sylvia Lou Roberts
Rev. Daniel Ross-Jones
Martha Rowlett
Thomas & Bonnie Schmidt
Norman & Judith Ann Secker
Christopher & Maureen 
         Shannon-Chapple
Winsome Sim
Judith Stillman
CaitlIn Szieff
Judy Tracy
Richard & Patricia Unkenholz
Adam Vargyas
John & Loretta White
James & Audrey Wilson
Warren Wimmer
Jason & Robin Winkler
Jennifer Wong
Claire Wuest

Concrete Level up to $99

Christina Allan
Larry & Janet Brown
Alan & Jane Cook
         In honor of the college graduation
         of Brent Low, Allison Smiley, 
         Sarah Slezak, & Catherine Merlo
William & Martha Crowe
Rodney & Susan Davis
Norman Eade
Robert Erwin
Cheryl D. Fuller Family Trust
Tony Gnecco
Mark & Ann Grimmett
Barbara Hall
Gregg & Julie Hosfeldt
Glenn & Janet Hughes
Skip Hughes
Edward & Susan Hume
David & Pamela Ihns

Susan Jarvis-Pegg
         In Honor of Camille Pegg
Daniel & B. Ellen Jelinek
Howard & Cynthia Lawrence
Arthur & Peggy Leatherman
KevIn & Dawn Leininger
Jim & Susan Lewis
Scott & Julie Morrison
Dave & Carol Muggeridge
James Munro
Michael & Kimberly Perkins
Giles & Mary Popish
Louella Rehfield
         In Honor of Mark & Diane Rehfield
Michelle Rehfield
Dusty & Elaine Rhodes
         In Memory of Al Rhodes-Wickett
Courtney Ridgely
Coranne Sally Roediger

Mark & Peggy Roulette
Peter & Randee Russell Bieler
         In Honor of Lacey Bieler
Scott & Betsy Sandford
Gordon & Karen Seabury
Rebecca Smith
         In Honor of Hannah DeSaets
SSP 2013 Staff
Roger & Carol Stoughton
Jacqueline Taber
David & Paula Theobald
Carol Thomas
Lynette Vargyas
         In Honor of Esther Freshour
David & Candy Vastano
Wade & Susan Welch
Russ & Shirley Wells

Lumber Level $100 - $199

Board of Directors
A special thank you to our 2013 Board of Directors who have dedicated 
their time, finances and vision to support the Sierra Service Project and 
its continual growth. Together they contributed over $21,500 to SSP.
Brent Alspach
Rev. Alissa Bertsch Johnson
Larry Butler
Stephanie Craig Rushing

Deb Davidson
Hannah Floren
Rev. Katie Goetz
Rev. Rick Malec

Randy Orr
Chloe Parker
Dennis Pedersen
Steve Rodekohr

Kathy Platnick
Nathan Sandford
Dennis Sandstrom
Toua Yang
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Goal for 2014: 54 New 12xSSP Donors, 100 total
Become a 12xSSP Monthly Donor by signing 

up on the ‘Support’ tab on our website.

12xSSP Monthly Donors
Thank you to the 46 12xSSP Donors who contributed $7,005 last year, 
sustaining SSP’s programs year-round by making monthly donations.

Jax Andree
Lily & Emily Andrews
Lynn Attig
Paul Barton 
Jeff Bixby
Kevin Bogert
Jim Conn
Melinda Dodge
Toni Eaton
Elk Grove United Methodist Youth
Kathy Erion & Sam Redel
Joyce Estes
Henry Foote
Dick Fritzler
Barry Goodballet
Evan Griffiths
Ken Gudger

Butch Henry
Dan Hill 
Patrick Hill
Jessi Ince
Lucy Jeffries
Laureen Jensen
Eileen Johnson
Katie Keema
Pam Kepler
Matt Kwong
Brandon Leppla
Kenn Malec 
Helen Mansfield
Tuesday Martinez
Jeff Michel
Owen Mosburg
Mallory Naake

Nanci Paulson
Richard Pervorse 
Ben Poff
Joanne Poff
Rev. Royce Porter
Keith Price
Diane Rehfield
Hana Richardson
Jeff Sisterson
Matt Smith
Nick Stanton
Pat Stacklie
Al Utzig
Adam Vargyas
Rendy Waller
Kate White
Kirk Wimmer

Volunteers of Time & Energy

Dylan Ackerman
Anna Binney
Mallory Blaylock
Jonathan Chute
Thomas & Machel Considine
Stephanie Craig Rushing
Deb Davidson
Rick Eaton
Robert & Sue Elam
Patricia Floren
Robbie Frederiksen
Andy Fuesler
Revs. Christopher & Meredith 
          Gudger Raines
Evan Howard
Jessica Ince

Brian Indrelunas
Fredrick Kane
Ron & Fay Kerekes
Kristen Kroeger
Helen Mansfield
James & Cheryl McGlocklin
Courtney McHill
Mikalyn Mellby
Tessa Muggeridge
Sean Murphy
Sarah Nordwick
Chris Parker
Teri Patton
Nanci Paulson
Dennis Pedersen
Kathy Platnick

Cassidy Pritchett
Julie Rehfield
Michelle Rehfield
Courtney Ridgely
Melissa Rynders
Robert Rynders
Dennis Sandstrom
Martha Shuemake
Peter Sieling
Heather Spinney
Nathaniel Spinney
Megan Taylor
Bradley Vargyas
Jennifer Wong



Camarillo United Methodist Church
Church of the Foothills United 
         Methodist Women, Duarte
Citrus Heights United Methodist          
         Women
Elk Grove United Methodist Church
Ely United Methodist Women
Exeter United Methodist Women
First United Methodist Church, Loomis
First United Methodist Church, 
         Palo Alto
Fremont United Methodist Youth,          
         Portland

Fremont United Methodist Women, 
         Fremont
Lafayette United Methodist Church
Lemon Grove United Methodist Church
Lynnewood United Methodist Church
Pacific Northwest United Methodist 
         Annual Conference, Peace With 
         Justice Grant
Pacific Palisades Methodist Memorial 
         Fund
St. Andrew’s United Methodist Men, 
         Sacramento
St. James By the Sea Episcopal Church, 
         La Jolla

St. Mark’s United Methodist Church, 
         San Diego
St. Mary in Palms, Los Angeles
St. Matthew’s United Methodist 
         Women, Hacienda Heights
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Benicia
Seal Beach United Methodist Women
Shandon United Methodist Women
         In Honor of Pastor Terry Hanauer
Smith River United Methodist Women
Trinity United Methodist Women, 
         Sunnyvale

Church Donations

Carson City United Methodist Women
Rosemarie DeWeese Girard
         In Memory of Kaeli DeWeese
Ron & Lynn Dickerson
         In Memory of Ryan Hunter 
         Dickerson

First United Methodist Church, 
         Glendale
First United Methodist Women, 
         San Diego 
Hope United Methodist Women, 
         South San Francisco

Native American United Methodist 
         Women of Hope
Rolling Hills United Methodist Women
Sierra Pines United Methodist Church
Walteria United Methodist Women

Donors to the Scholarship Fund

Ace Hardware, Carmichael
All Peoples Community Center
Alpine Lumber, Gallup
John Baudouine 
Camp Oakhurst
Matt Gaylord of Sacramento Valley 
         Conservancy
Central City Community Outreach
Central United Methodist Church
Chiloquin Jr./Sr. High School 
Chiloquin United Methodist Church
City of Chiloquin, Public Works
Coalition for Responsible Community 
         Development
Crossroads Ministries
Dignity Village
Dine College
Frank Martin of Del Norte Club
Rick & Toni Eaton
Evol Twin
Fair Oaks United Methodist Church
Fremont United Methodist Church, 
         Portland
Grocery Outlet Bargain Market, 
         Brookings
Harvest Sacramento

John Nitta of High Ranch Nursery
Home Depot, Klamath Falls
Homeboy Industries
Homeboy Silkscreen
IGA, Susanville 
Jones Lumber, Inc. 
Steven & Pamela Kepler 
Lassen Community College
Lawrence Properties
The Little Manila Foundation
Los Altos United Methodist Church
Main Building Supply
Robert Mion
Northeast Portland Tool Library
Oak Park United Methodist Church
Giles & Mary Popish
Payless Building Supplies, Susanville
Point Pleasant United Methodist 
          Church
Puentes
Rental Guys, Susanville
Rowdy Creek Hatchery
Shirley Reese
Sacramento Japanese United 
         Methodist Church
JD of Sherm’s Thunderbird Market

Smith River Baptist Church
Smith River Rancheria
Smith River United Methodist Church
Soil Born Farms
St. Mark’s United Methodist Church, 
         Sacramento
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, 
         Sacramento 
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, 
         Milwaukie
Susanville Indian Rancheria
Susanville United Methodist Church
Tum-A-Lum Lumber Company
University of the Pacific
Vernonia Schools
Vernonia Christian Church
Watts House Project
Tsaile Wheatfields Chapter House
Union Rescue Mission
Alan Harrison Wilderup & Wei Jen
Wesley United Methodist Church, 
          Los Angeles 
Wisdom of the Elders
YMCA, Sacramento
Yosemite Lumber

Donors of Facilities & Services



Sierra Service Project Throughout the Year
Although most people volunteer during the summer, 
SSP offers programs for teens, young adults and adults 
throughout the  year. 

Weekend of Service programs take place in Portland, 
Sacramento and South Los Angeles. We will also schedule 
special weekend sessions by request. 

Alternative Break programs are designed for high school, 
college and intergenerational teams to learn and serve 
in South Los Angeles and Portland. These sessions are 
scheduled on demand and are customized to fit your group’s 
dates and interests. Call our office to discuss scheduling a 
session for your group.

Stay Connected
SSP is active on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. Follow us 
for the latest news, and to share your group’s activities with 
the wider SSP family. #SSPchallenge

Look for announcements about 2014 Summer Kick-off 
Celebrations to take place at a variety of locations 
throughout the West Coast in May.
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“One of my favorite things about SSP is the spiritual 
program. We were pushed out of our comfort zones, 
encouraged to explore and deepen our faith and 
exposed to incredibly inspirational individuals.”

Counselor from Fremont United Methodist Church
Portland, Oregon

Challenge the W
orld

Students from Washington State University spend spring break installing drywall 
at Dignity Village, a city-sanctioned homeless community in Portland, Oregon.

Youth picks citrus with Harvest Sacramento during a Weekend of Service. Fruit is 
gleaned from backyards and donated to food banks and neighbors.
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